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FOR THE CITY OF TONTITOWN, ARKANSAS; ESTABLISHING THE COMBINED
CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER AS A CIVILIAN POSITION
ASSIGNED TO THE TONTITOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT; AMENDING
CHAPTERS 30, 110, 153 AND 154 TO CLARIFY THE OFFICER'S REPORTING
RELATIONSHIP AND ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY WHILE PRESERVING THE
TECHNICAL AUTHORITY OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL AND ZONING
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL; REORGANIZING EXISTING ANIMAL-RELATED
PROVISIONS; REPEALING AND RECODIFYING §§ 130.04 AND 130.06;
PRESERVING APPLICABLE ZONING REGULATIONS; PROVIDING FOR
ENFORCEMENT, IMPOUNDMENT, DANGEROUS ANIMALS, RABIES CONTROL

AND OTHER ANIMAL-CONTROL MATTERS; DECLARING SEVERABILITY; Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
REPEALING CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. /// Not Bold, Font color: Text 1

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Tontitown, Arkansas has determined that the =~ J// ,'| Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,

protection of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Tontitown requires clear and /// Font color: Text 1

comprehensive regulations concerning animals within the corporate limits of the City, /| Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
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WHEREAS, the City of Tontitown,anticipates establishing during calendar year 20272 "~ { Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
comblned Code Enforcement &# Ammal Control Ofﬁcer posmon assigned to the Tontitown Not Bold, Font color: Text 1
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WHEREAS, assigning placement-efthe combined position within-to, the Tontitown Police Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,

Department will provide day-to-day supervision through the Chief of Police, subject to the . | Font color: Text 1
Mayor’s authority under Arkansas law. and facilitate coordination with is-intended-to-providea \ Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
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and to prov1de for their impoundment and lawful disposition pursuant to A.C.A. § 14-54-1 102 .
and authorizes municipalities to restrain and impound livestock running at large pursuant to
A.C.A. § 14-54-1101;_
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WHEREAS, the Arkansas Rabies Control Act, A.C.A. § 20-19-301 et seq., and applicable State | Font color: Text 1

Boar'd of Health' regulat%on-s establ}sh vaccination, confinement and public-health requirements " Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
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WHEREAS, Arkansas law esiminal-statutes-concerning cruelty to animals, including A.CC.A.§ | Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
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the Tontitown Mun1c1pal Code, including § 130.04 concerning sale of animals, § 130.06 Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,

Not Bold, Font color: Text 1




concerning animal abandonment and dumping, and §§ 153.170 and 153.171 concerning farm
animals and hobby chickens; 2
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consohdatmg general animal-control regulations into a comprehensive Animal Control Chapter .
while retaining land-use and zoning provisions within Chapter 153;,
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WHEREAS, the Tontitown Property Maintenance Code presently uses the term “Code Official”  ~
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to mean the chief Building Official or his or her designee, which terminology may create ke
confusion after establishment of the combined Code Enforcement &/ Animal Control Officer; o
and k)
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WHEREAS, the Tontltown Cit
position, &1 .
building-permit, zoning-administration, structural-safety, condemnation, demolition, or other |
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technical authority away from the officials presently charged with those responsibilities;
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remaining within the Police Department chain of command and coordinating with the Building
Official, Planning Department and other subject-matter officials as necessary;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TONTITOWN, ARKANSAS:
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SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF COMPREHENSIVE ANIMAL CONTROL CHAPTER.
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Gemreliattached h%F%tB—atrEXhlblt A, is 1ncorporated into this Ordlnance as though fully set
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forth herein. The City Clerk and codifier may correct formatting, capitalization, typographical

errors, section are-autherized-to-make non-substantive-numbering, formatting;-eapitalization-and
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cross-reference corrections neeessary-to-incorporate ExhibitA-into-the-Cede;provided that no

substantive provision adopted by the City Council is altered.
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establlshed and shal—l—b%e%gam%aﬂenaﬂyasmgned to the Tontitown Police Department as \ o
provided in Tontitown Municipal Code § 30.54, enacted by Section 7 of this Ordinance. The -and \\ 0
shal-repertto-the-Chief of Police shall provide day-to-day supervision, subject to the Mayor’s b

Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,

Font color: Text 1

authority as chief executive officer of the City and the Mayor’s supervisory duties under W

Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,

Font color: Text 1

Arkansas law. or the Chiel's designee. The Chief of Police shall be responsible for the \ \
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SECTION 3. CIVILIAN AND LAW-ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY. _ - 7| Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
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The duties and limitations applicable to the civilian position are stated in Tontitown Municipal
Code §30.54. Assignment to the Tontitown Police Department does not, by itself, grant law
enforcement certification or any = ;on-Serving i > i Sitions

conferarrestauthorityauthority-to-exeeute-a-search-warrant—autherity-te-exereise-powers
expressly reserved by Arkansas law to a law-enforcement officer.-or-any-other police pewernot

repealed as a separate section of Chapter 130. Its substance is recodified and updated in the
Animal Control Chapter. The repeal shall not be construed as creating any period during which
conduct prohibited by former § 130.04 is lawful.
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SECTION 5. REPEAL AND RECODIFICATION OF § 130.06 - ANIMAL
ABANDONMENT AND DUMPING.

Existing § 130.06, adopted by Ordinance No. 2026-04-1276, is repealed as a separate sectionof -~
Chapter 130 and its substance and purpose are preserved and integrated into the Animal Control
Chapter. Nothing in this Ordinance terminates any investigation, citation, prosecution, liability or

proceeding arising from conduct occurring before the effective date.

SECTION 6. FARM ANIMALS AND HOBBY CHICKENS; ZONING PROVISIONS

Font color: Text 1
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PRESERVED.
Sections 153.170 and 153.171 and all zoning tables, definitions and district provisions relating to - | Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
farm animals, agriculture, animal uses and hobby chickens shall remain within Chapter 153 and Font color: Text 1

in full force and effect. Those provisions regulate land use and zoning in addition to animal
conduct and therefore are not physically relocated. The Animal Control Chapter shall cross-
reference those provisions.

SECTION 7. CREATION AND ORGANIZATIONAL PLACEMENT OF COMBINED

CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER. _ | Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
Chapter 30 of the Tontitown Municipal Code is amended by adding a new section, tentatively < LFonteolorText]
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(A) There is hereby established the civilian position of Code Enforcement &/ Animal Control ,| Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
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(B) The position shall be assigned to the Tontitown Police Department,, and-shall-repertto-tThe /_ - | Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,

Font color: Text 1




Chief of Police or the Chief's designee shall provide day-to-day supervision, subject to the
Mayor’s authority and supervisory duties under Arkansas law,

(C) The Officer may shal-investigate apparent violations of and-enforee-those-provisions of the
Tontitown Municipal Code authorized for enforcement assigned-by ordinance, document

conditions, service authorized notices, and perform other civilian code-enforcement and animal
ontrol dutles within the authorlty granted by ordmance and law. l-awm-l—pel-teybef—reb

aﬂée&aﬂeﬂﬁe%%xtel%&u%heﬁzeébm A Clty pollcy or |ob descrlptlon may allocate dutles

but shall not create an offense or expand legal enforcement authority. The Officer may issue a
court citation only when authorized by law and under a procedure accepted by a court of proper
jurisdiction.

(D) In performing duties involving zoning, building, property maintenance, fire, public works,
business licensing or other technical subject matter, the Officer shall coordinate with the
department or official having substantive jurisdiction. Such coordination shall not alter the
Officer's administrative reporting relationship through the Police Department.

(E) Nothing in this section transfers to the Officer any technical, permitting, interpretive,
condemnation, demolition or other authority expressly assigned by law or ordinance to the
Building Official, zoning administrative official, Planning Commission, Board of Zoning
Adjustment, City Engineer, Fire Marshal or other designated official.

(F) Unless independently certified and acting as a law-enforcement officer, the Officer shall not
exercise arrest authority, execute search warrants, or exercise powers reserved by law to a
certified law-enforcement officer. When such authority is required, the matter shall proceed
through the Police Department chain of command.”

OF “CODE- ENFORCEMENT & ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICEROFHICIAL”; '

CONSISTENT USE OF “BUILDING OFFICIAL.”

definition of “CODE OFFICIAL” and inserting the following definitions: [

“BUILDING OFFICIAL. The Building Official of the City of Tontitown established under §
30.53, or his or her lawful designee. The Building Official is the technical official responsible for
those building, structural-safety, property-maintenance, interpretation, approval, condemnation,
demolition and related duties assigned by ordinance or applicable law.”

“CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER. The civilian employee
established under § 30.54, assigned to the Tontitown Police Department and authorized to
perform code-enforcement and animal-control duties within the scope provided by ordinance,
lawful policy and job description. The position is separate from the Building Official and does
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not acquire technical building, structural-safety, permitting, interpretation, condemnation or
demolition authority merely by virtue of code-enforcement duties.”

The City's codifier is directed to make corresponding terminology changes throughout Chapter
154, including section titles, definitions, notices, orders, appeals, inspection provisions and
internal cross-references, so that “Building Official” is used consistently for the technical official
formerly identified as the “Code Official.”

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT OF § 154.015 - DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE T
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Section 154.015 is amended by adding a new subsection concerning enforcement assistance, - w Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
substantially as follows: Font color: Text 1

“(I) Code-enforcement assistance. The Code Enforcement &/ Animal Control Officer may
investigate apparent violations of this chapter; document conditions; conduct observations and
inspections from places where the Officer has a lawful right to be; serve notices prepared or
approved under this chapter; issue warnings or citations when authorized; conduct follow-up
inspections; and otherwise assist in enforcement. The Code Enforcement &/ Animal Control
Officer shall not, solely by virtue of that position, exercise technical authority assigned to the
Building Official to interpret building or structural standards, approve alternative materials or
methods, make structural-safety determinations, condemn structures, or order demolition. When
a violation depends upon such a technical determination, the Code Enforcement &/ Animal
Control Officer shall proceed upon the determination of the Building Official or other official
having jurisdiction. Coordination under this subsection does not alter the Officer's Police
Department chain of command.”

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT OF § 154.017 - VIOLATIONS. j - W Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
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Subsections (B) and (C) of § 154.017 of the Tontitown Municipal Code are hereby repealed and

replaced with the following:

(B) Notice of violation. The Code Official shall determine whether to issue a notice of <« ._ - { Formatted: Font: Bold

o

violation or order under this chapter. The Code Official, or the Code Enforcement & h { Formatted: Indent: Left: 05"




Animal Control Officer acting at the direction of the Code Official, may serve a notice of
violation or order issued or approved by the Code Official. The notice or order shall

comply with § 154.018. Service by the Code Enforcement & Animal Control Officer

does not transfer to that Officer the Code Official’s authority to interpret this chapter or
make technical, structural-safety, condemnation, or demolition determinations.

(C) Prosecution and other enforcement. A person who fails to comply with a notice of - {Formatted: Font: Bold

violation or order properly issued and served under § 154.018 may be prosecuted for a
violation of this chapter within the limits provided by applicable law. The Code
Enforcement & Animal Control Officer may document the violation and refer it for
prosecution, and may issue a court citation only when authorized by law and pursuant to
procedures accepted by the court having jurisdiction. Proceedings to restrain, correct, or
abate a violation; require removal or termination of an unlawful occupancy; impose a
lien; or obtain other relief affecting real property shall be initiated by the City through its
authorized officials and legal counsel in accordance with applicable law. No charge

against real property or lien arises under this subsection except as expressly authorized by

Arkansas law and after compliance with all applicable statutory procedures, - W Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
Font color: Text 1
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Section 153.280 of the Tontitown Municipal Code is amended by adding a new subsection (G) to

read as follows:

(G) Code enforcement assistance. The Code Enforcement & Animal Control Officer <+ -~ ‘[Formatted: Normal (Web), Indent: Left: 0.5"

may assist the administrative official in enforcing these regulations by receiving
complaints, investigating and documenting apparent violations, observing conditions

from places where the Officer is lawfully present, serving notices issued or approved by
the administrative official, and documenting compliance or noncompliance. Before a
notice is issued based on a zoning interpretation or other technical determination, the
administrative official shall make and document that determination. The Code
Enforcement & Animal Control Officer shall not, by virtue of this subsection, become the

administrative official or acquire authority to issue or deny permits or certificates of
occupancy, make binding zoning interpretations, decide appeals, or initiate an action for

injunctive relief on behalf of the City. The Officer may refer a documented violation for
prosecution and may issue a court citation only when authorized by law and under a




procedure accepted by the court having jurisdiction. Assistance under this subsection
does not alter the Officer’s administrative reporting relationship through the Police

Department, ) - {Formatted: Font color: White
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Section 110.05(B)(2) of the Tontitown Municipal Code is hereby repealed and replaced with the

following:

“(2) The city official or employee designated by the Mayor to administer business-license+ - - ‘[Formatted: Normal (Web), Indent: Left: 0.5"

applications shall determine the number of full-time employees upon which the license
fee is based. That official or employee shall require each applicant to provide an affidavit
stating the number of full-time employees used to calculate the fee and may require other
reasonable documentation to verify that number. If the number cannot be determined
through documentation, subsection (B)(3) applies. The Code Enforcement / Animal
Control Officer may assist in verifying information at the request of the official or

employee administering business-license applications, - {Formatted: Font color: White
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reasenable-fees for 1mpoundrnent boardmg, transportatlon vaccination, mlcrochlppmg,

quarantine, veterinary examination or treatment, dangerous-animal administration, livestock Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt,
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independently establishes a fee or authorizes collection of a charge not otherwise established by

law or ordinance.
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City policies, may establish written Police Department procedures for animal-control intake,
dispatch, officer safety, capture and transport, impoundment records, shelter and veterinary
arrangements, evidence preservation, owner notification, bite reporting, dangerous-animal
documentation, emergency veterinary expenditures, adoption or rescue transfer, and coordination
with other agencies. No administrative policy may create an offense, establish a fine, expand
statutory enforcement authority, or contradict an ordinance adopted by the City Council.

SECTION 15. CONTRACTING FOR SHELTER AND VETERINARY SERVICES.

SECTION 15. CONTRACTING FOR SHELTER AND VETERINARY SERVICES.

The City may, in accordance with applicable purchasing and contracting requirements, contract
with animal shelters, veterinarians, boarding facilities, rescue organizations or other qualified
entities for services necessary to administer the Animal Control Chapter.

SECTION 16. STATE LAW CONTROLS.

SECTION 16. STATE LAW CONTROLS.

establishes a mandatory procedure, authority, limitation, notice requirement, quarantine
requirement or other requirement applicable to a matter addressed herein, state law shall control.

SECTION 17. CODIFIER'S AUTHORITY.

SECTION 17. CODIFIER'S AUTHORITY.

cross-references; incorporate the amendments to Chapters 30, 110, 153 and 154; relocate
statutory-reference annotations; correct manifest typographical errors; conform headings and
formatting to the style of the Tontitown Municipal Code; and identify the legislative history of
provisions transferred from §§ 130.04 and 130.06. No substantive amendment shall be made by
the codifier without further action of the City Council.

liability incurred under the former provision, terminate a pending investigation or proceeding,
prevent prosecution of an offense committed before the effective date, or affect rights or
obligations that accrued before the effective date.

declared unconstitutional, invalid or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions, and the City Council declares that
it would have adopted the remaining portions independently of the invalid provision.

of the conflict. The provisions of this Ordinance shall be construed, whenever reasonably
possible, in harmony with other provisions of the Tontitown Municipal Code.
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SECTION 21. EFFECTIVE DATE. _ - W Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt, ‘

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, approvaland Bold, Font color Text T
publication or posting as required by Arkansas law. Animal-control enforcement under the new
chapter may become operational upon the City's employment or designation of the combined
Code Enforcement &+Animal Control Officer and establishment of necessary impoundment
arrangements, but nothing herein delays the effective date of provisions otherwise enforceable by

authorized City personnel.
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PASSED AND APPROVED this day of , 2026.

CITY OF TONTITOWN, ARKANSAS
By: Mayor
ATTEST:

Recorder-Treasurer/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
City Attorney

SPONSORSHIP AND LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Sponsor (Initiated By):

Motion to Introduce Made By:

Seconded By:
Adopted / Passed:

Vote: Ayes Nays Abstain Absent

This requirement is in addition to, and does not supersede, any authentication, attestations, or signature requirements
imposed by state law or other provisions of the Tontitown Municipal Code.
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