
 Mayor – Angela Russell  
Recorder – Rhonda Ardemagni 
City Attorney –Tyler R Farrar 
City Engineer–CK Civil 
Engineering  

 
 

 
 

 

Ward 1 Position 1 – Vacant  
Ward 1 Position 2– Mick Wagner 

Ward 2 Position 1—Daniel Montez 
Ward 2 Position 2—Larry Ardemagni 
Ward 3 Position 1- Mike Washkowiak 

Ward 3 Position 2— Tim Burress 
 

 

City Council 
July 21st, 2026 

Minutes  
 

The Tontitown City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 21st, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at 
Tontitown City Hall. 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 
Click here to join the meeting 

Meeting ID: 220 667 057 989  Passcode: Aepw56 
Download Teams | Join on the web 

Learn More | Meeting options 
City Council 
1) Prayer- Tim Estes with New life Church 
2) Meeting Call to Order 
3) Roll Call- Daniel Montez was absent 
4) Pledge of Allegiance 
5) Approval of Agenda 

 
Councilman Wagner requested to amend the agenda to add, as the first item under New 
Business, "Consideration and Action Regarding the Vacant City Council Position." 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve the amendment to the agenda by adding, as the first 
item under New Business, Consideration and Action Regarding the Vacant City Council 
Position. 
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 
Daniel Montez arrived at this time. 
 
Larry Ardemagni motioned to approve the agenda. 
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Mike Washkowiak Voted- YES 
Tim Burress Voted- YES 
Larry Ardemagni Voted- YES 
Mick Wagner Voted- YES 
Daniel Montez Voted- ABSTAIN 
 
4 Votes- YES    to    1 Vote- ABSTAIN 
 
Motion Passes 



 
6) Approval of June 16, 2026, City Council Minutes. 

 
Mike Washikowiak motioned to approve the June 16, 2026, City Council Minutes. 
Second by Tim Burress 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

7) Financial Report- Reference the city website for detailed report. 
8) Department Reports  

A. Museum 
 
 The THM Board of Directors met at City Hall on July 6, 2026.  
 
1. New Exhibit Coming: Tontitown Historical Museum is celebrating our 40th 
anniversary since opening in 1986, we will be honoring this accomplishment with a new 
exhibit in the city hall display case.   
2. Grape Festival: THM is prepping for Grape Festival, we will be taking the Queen 
Concordia crowns to display inside the museum through the festival.   
3. Digitization Project: Currently on hold as we on-board our newest staff member 
through the summer. 
 4. Visitors: 28 visitors  
5. America250 Block Party: THM was honored to be invited to Shiloh Museum of Ozark 
History’s Block Party on July 11th, Emily and Misty handed out buttons and interacted 
with hundreds of guests. And Emily spoke on the early history of Tontitown’s 
settlement in NWA. 
6. Summer Camp Collaboration: THM staff have been invited to help teach students in 
Fayetteville how to play Bocce as well as cook Polenta and make mozzerella as part of a 
two-week summer camp hosted by Washington County Historical Society this month. 
7. THM Summer Camp: We wanted to share some photos of the summer camp hosted 
in June; we had so much fun hosting this group of students. We made polenta and 
pasta, played bocce and learned about Tontitown through the grapes growing outside 
city hall, a custom board game and stomping grapes! (Photos are available on the city 
website) 
 
 Regular Museum Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 9am-1pm, Friday & Saturday 1pm-
4pm 
 

B. Police 
 
Tontitown Police Monthly Report Month: June 2026  
Calls for Service – 867  
Accident Reports – 18  
Warrants Served – 71  
Warrants Outstanding - 1438  



Warrants Amount - $ 1,726,583.88  
Training Hours (YTD) – 1613  
Citation Total - 145  
Speeding Citations - 19  
(Other) Traffic Citations - 87  
Criminal Citations – 14  
Improper Driving (City Ordinance) - 25  
Warning Total - 425  
Speeding Warnings – 88  
(Other) Traffic Warnings – 337 
 

C. Fire 
 
Fire Department Report JUNE 2026   
Total Calls: 58    
EMS  26  
FIRE  2 
MVA  7  
FALSE ALARM  1  
SERVICE CALL  7   
ALARMS  15  
CANCELED IN ROUTE  0   
Calls within city limits of Tontitown  
June 2026: 286 calls for service             June 2025: 296 calls for service   
Decrease of 10 calls to date over 2025   
Average response time (Alarm to en route) listed at: 1 minute 17 seconds. 
Average on scene/arrival time (Alarm to on scene): 4 minutes 31 seconds.   
  

D. Public Works/Engineering- Reference the city website for detailed report 
E. Building Report- Reference the city website for detailed report  
F. Community Development  

 
Planning Commission Meeting - July 28th: 
 
1. Arnold Blevins Large Scale Development: Arnold Blevins is requesting approval of a 
LSD for property located at 500 Jean Mary Drive to allow construction of an additional 
8,400 sq foot building on the existing site. 
2. Arnold Blevins Sidewalk Waiver: Arnold Blevins is requesting a waiver from the 
sidewalk requirements of City Code 90.900.2(A). The waiver is requested due to the 
presence of an open-channel drainage ditch located on the property.  
3. Aria Subdivision Preliminary Plat: Northrock is requesting approval of a preliminary 
plat for Aria Subdivision, proposed to be located on 630 Klenc Road. The development 
Consists of 43 residential lots on approximately 18 acres and is zoned R-3 Residential. 
4. Discussion regarding code updates to residential fencing 153.215. 
 



9) Approval by City Council Members to Waive the 3 Reading Rule for All Ordinances on 
Agenda. 
 
Mike Washkowiak motioned to approve to Waive the 3 Reading Rule for All Ordinances on 
Agenda. 
Second by Larry Ardemagni 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

10) Old Business: NONE 
 

 
11) New Business:  

 
Consideration and Action Regarding the Vacant City Council Position. 
 
The only Letter of Intent was submitted for the Interim Ward 1 City Council Position 
was from Mr. Steven Craig Graves. 
 
Mr. Steven Craig Graves introduced himself and shared his background. A lifelong 
resident of Northwest Arkansas, he described his experience serving in the U.S. Air 
Force, working in construction and utility contracting, and owning and operating 
PATH Utility Construction. He highlighted his experience with infrastructure, 
utilities, easements, zoning, and large-scale projects throughout the region. Mr. 
Graves stated that he has lived in Tontitown for more than 20 years, is seeking the 
appointment to serve the community without a personal agenda, and believes his 
leadership, work ethic, and willingness to listen would make him a valuable Ward 1 
City Council member. 
 
 
Tim Burress motioned to appoint Mr. Graves to the open position in Ward One. 
Second by Mick Wagner 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 
Mr. Steven Craig Graves was sworn into office by Mayor Russell and took his seat on 
the City Council. 
 

A. A discussion and approval of an ordinance to amend § 30.01(G) of the Tontitown 
Municipal Code. Sponsored by: Mick 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve an ordinance to amend § 30.01(G) of the 
Tontitown Municipal Code. 
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 



Motion Passes Unanimously 
 
Mike Waskowiak motioned to approve Emergency Clause. 
Second by Mick Wagner 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

B. A discussion and approval of a Resolution approving Waste Management’s 
Request for an Extension. Sponsored by: Mick 
 
Mr. Wagner states that he has prepared a more detailed written position paper 
explaining his review of the matter. He has provided copies to the city council and 
the city clerk and has requested that the document be officially included as part of 
the meeting record. 
 
Mayor Russell asked that an email from Mr. Lovett be entered into the official 
record. Council members question whether it is appropriate to include comments 
from someone who does not live in the city and where such comments belong in 
the agenda. The city attorney advises that the email can be included as part of the 
public comment section of the meeting record, and the council agrees. 
 
Councilman Burress asks that his concern be noted “for the record,” stating that he 
does not believe the mayor is being fair to the council members. He acknowledges 
that the mayor has the authority to run the meeting but expresses his belief that 
the mayor has exceeded her authority or gone beyond appropriate limits. 
Councilman Burress indicates disagreement while accepting the mayor’s decision. 
Noted for the record that the mayor is not being fair and overstepping her bounds. 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve a Resolution approving Waste Management’s 
Request for an Extension. 
Second by mike Washkowiak 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

C. An approval of a Resolution establishing a Landfill Road Access Recovery Fee. 
Sponsored by: Mike/Mark 
 
Councilman Washkowiak moved to table the matter indefinitely, stating that his 
decision was based on legal concerns outlined by the City Attorney. He cited the 
attorney's opinion that proceeding despite identified legal deficiencies could expose 
the City to litigation, weaken its legal position, and, in certain circumstances, create 
potential personal liability for council members. Councilman Washkowiak stated 
that he was not willing to assume those risks. 
 
Mike Washkowiak motioned to Table Indefinitely. 



Second by Mick Wagner 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

D. An approval of a resolution to enter into an agreement with Civic Plus for Agenda 
Management Software. Sponsored by: Mick/Brad 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve resolution to enter into an agreement with Civic 
Plus for Agenda Management Software. 
Second by Daniel Montez 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

E. An approval of an Ordinance to establish standing committees. Sponsored by: 
Mick 
 
One change is that the effective date begins September 1,2026. 
 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve an Ordinance to establish standing committees 
and the that the effective date begins September 1,2026. 
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

F. An approval of an Ordinance abolishing the Committee of the Whole Meeting and 
creating two City Council meetings. Sponsored by: Mick 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve an Ordinance abolishing the Committee of the 
Whole Meeting and creating two City Council meetings. 
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 
 
Larry Ardemagni motioned to approve the Emergency Clause. 
Second by Daniel Montez 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

G. An approval of an Ordinance to amend sections §30.05 and §30.06 of the 
Tontitown Municipal Code. Sponsored by: Mick 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve an Ordinance to amend sections §30.05 and 
§30.06 of the Tontitown Municipal Code. 



Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

H. A approval of a Resolution authorizing an RFQ for Professional Grant 
Administration Services. Sponsored by: Mick/James 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve a Resolution authorizing an RFQ for Professional 
Grant Administration Services. 
Second by Daniel Montez 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

I. An approval of an Ordinance Vacation Right-of-Way for PAM Trucking. Sponsored 
by: Mick/Brad 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to an Ordinance Vacation Right-of-Way for PAM Trucking. 
Second by Daniel Montez 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

J. An approval of a Resolution accepting the Final Plat for Renley Rae Phase II. 
Sponsored by: Mick/Brad 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve a Resolution accepting the Final Plat for Renley 
Rae Phase II. 
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Steven Graves Voted- YES 
Mike Washkowiak Voted- YES 
Daniel Montez Voted- YES 
Mick Wagner Voted- YES 
Tim Burress Voted- NO 
Larry Ardemagni Voted- NO 
 
4 Votes- YES    to    2 Votes- NO 
 
Motion Passes 
 

K. An approval of an Ordinance amending section §30.52 of the Tontitown Municipal 
Code. Sponsored by: Mick 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to an Ordinance amending section §30.52 of the Tontitown 
Municipal Code. 
Second by Daniel Montez 



 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

L. A discussion and approval of a Resolution to remove the Tunnel from the 
412/Barrington Project. Sponsored by: Mick 
 
Mick Wagner motioned to approve a Resolution to remove the Tunnel from the 
412/Barrington Project.  
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

12) Public Comments 
 
Wendy Howerton 3739 N. Steele Blvd., Fayetteville, AR 
 
Ms. Wendy Howerton introduced herself as a candidate for Circuit Judge serving 
Washington and Madison Counties. She shared that she had advanced to the runoff 
election, highlighted her nearly 22 years of legal experience in Northwest Arkansas and her 
experience handling the types of cases heard by the court, and encouraged residents to 
learn about the candidates and vote in the upcoming election. 
 
Mark Calcagni 12642 Arbor Acres Rd., Tontitown, AR 
 
Mr. Calcagni addressed the Council regarding landfill-related environmental concerns. He 
expressed concerns about untreated leachate entering the City's lift station, referenced 
wastewater testing results and other environmental issues he attributed to the landfill, and 
urged the Council to prioritize public health and safety. Mr. Calcagni also encouraged the 
City to require the leachate to be transported by tanker rather than discharged into the 
City's wastewater system and referenced the petition opposing the landfill expansion. 
 
Kristen Pawlik- No address given 
 
Ms. Pawlik introduced herself as a candidate for Circuit Judge, Division 2, and shared that 
she was participating in the upcoming runoff election. She spoke about her lifelong ties to 
Northwest Arkansas, her commitment to public service, and the importance of judicial 
temperament, sound judgment, and ethical character. Ms. Pawlik thanked the Council for 
its service and encouraged residents to learn about the candidates and vote in the 
upcoming election. 
 
Tammy Graham 1984 S. Pianalto Rd., Tontitown, AR 
 
Ms. Tammy Graham addressed the Council regarding the landfill lift station and Waste 
Management's request for an extension. She encouraged the Council to use the 
information provided by Waste Management to establish deadlines and accountability for 



resolving outstanding issues. Ms. Graham expressed concerns about transporting leachate 
by tanker, citing potential environmental risks, and urged the City to work collaboratively 
with Waste Management to address odor and operational issues. She also expressed 
support for forming citizen subcommittees and requested to participate in one. 
 
Kenneth Lovett – Resides part time on Hwy. 71B in Springdale and lives in Prairie Grove, 
AR. the rest of the time. 
 
Mr. Kenneth Lovett addressed the Council regarding concerns about landfill operations and 
their impact on nearby residents. During his comments, a point of order was raised 
concerning the relevance and tone of his remarks.  
 
Following a point of order,  
 
Tim Burress motioned to allow Mr. Lovett to continue his comments.   
Second by Mick Wagner 
 
Steven Graves Voted- ABSTAIN 
Mike Washkowiak Voted- YES (Provided he stay on topic) 
Daniel Montez Voted- NO 
Mick Wagner Voted- YES 
Tim Burress Voted- YES 
Larry Ardemagni Voted- YES 
 
4 Votes- YES    to    1 Vote- NO     with    1  Vote- ABSTAIN 
 
Motion Passes 
 
 
Following a vote of the Council, Mr. Lovett was permitted to continue speaking.  
 
Mr. Lovett argues that the wastewater issues could be resolved quickly by hiring specialized 
contractors to clean the tanks rather than relying on engineers and delaying action. He 
questions why the blame is being directed at Tontitown, noting that James Vernon 
reportedly said the city would not be worked with while litigation was ongoing, even 
though Waste Management was not legally prevented from continuing pretreatment 
efforts during that time. 
 
Mr. Lovett calls for documentation explaining why the 2021–2022 pretreatment program 
was halted and criticizes both Waste Management and State Environmental Regulators for 
failing to protect nearby residents. He claims people outside the city limits are being 
exposed to harmful pollutants, including ammonia, benzene, and acrolein, and express 
concern that environmental protections are being prioritized over public health. 
 



Mr. Lovett strongly defends the mayor, criticizes individuals he believes are unfairly 
targeting city leadership, and says the council meeting lacked order. He also rejected claims 
that he should not speak because he doesn’t live within the city limits, arguing that 
pollution affects the broader community. He concluded by accusing those responsible of 
failing to protect public health and warning that continued inaction is putting people's lives 
at risk. 
 

13) Comments from Alderman 
 
Mike Washkowiak 
 
Thanked everyone for staying through the lengthy meeting. He acknowledges attendees 
affiliated with St. Joseph and Fayetteville, mentions that he previously taught there many 
years ago, recognizes Ms. Pawlik’s connection to Ozark Catholic, and expresses his 
appreciation for their attendance. 
 
Tim Burress 
 
Welcomed Mr. Graves to the council, thanking him for stepping up to serve and expressing 
confidence that he will be a valuable addition. He describes the meeting as eventful and 
comments that Robert's Rules of Order may not have been followed perfectly but believes 
everyone was doing their best. He thanks the judicial candidates for attending, appreciates 
the public comments, and recognizes the efforts of the police, planning, water, and sewer 
departments. He concludes by wishing everyone well and expressing hope that Mr. Latham 
will return soon. 
 
Larry Ardemagni 
 
Thanked the city's staff for their work and expresses appreciation to the young women who 
attended the meeting and shared their input. He also congratulated Mr. Graves on joining 
the council, joking that it could be viewed as either congratulations or condolences. He 
closes by wishing everyone a good evening. 
 
Daniel Montez 
 
Thanked everyone for attending the meeting, with special recognition for Tammy Graham, 
Mr. Calcagni, and Nina Brown. He apologizes on behalf of the city for how events unfolded 
in 2022 and acknowledges the resilience of residents who have continued to speak up 
about their concerns. He thanks them for their persistence and respectful participation in 
the public process. He also welcomed Mr. Graves to the council, congratulated him on his 
appointment, and says he looks forward to hearing his perspective as the council moves 
forward. 
 
Steven Graves 
 



Thanked the council for its confidence in him and jokes that he wishes he had waited a 
week before joining, drawing a lighthearted close to the meeting. He concludes by thanking 
everyone. 
 
Mick Wagner 
 
Mr. Wagner addresses the two judicial candidates, thanking them for seeking office and 
acknowledging the lively discussion at the meeting. He expresses hope that the ongoing 
disputes between Tontitown and Waste Management will not end up in court, stating that 
litigation should be a last resort. He says the city should rely more on common sense, 
civility, and professional communication to resolve conflicts and pledges to support that 
approach moving forward. He concludes by again thanking the judicial candidates for their 
willingness to serve. 
 

14) Comments from Mayor 
 
The mayor begins by congratulating Mr. Graves on joining the council.  
 
She then addresses questions about approving the administrative assistant's attendance at 
the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) annual conference in Reno. 
 
She explains that the issue is not about a single employee or conference but about 
following the city's established policies and respecting the mayor's administrative 
authority. According to the city's personnel handbook, employee training must be 
approved by the department head and/or the mayor, and she states that the conference 
was properly requested, reviewed, and approved in compliance with policy. 
 
The mayor says the trip was funded through the council-approved administration training 
and travel budget, with the conference registration covered by a scholarship and an 
additional reimbursement expected to reduce the city's costs by about $700. She states 
that the remaining expenses were within the approved budget and were an appropriate 
administrative expense. 
 
Addressing concerns about the conference's relevance, the mayor says the training was 
directly related to the administrative assistant's job duties. She cites support from the 
Arkansas Municipal League, the Arkansas Certified Clerks and Recorders Treasurers 
Association (ACCRTA), and the International Institute of Municipal Clerks, all of which 
affirmed that the conference provides education and certification relevant to municipal 
administration. She emphasizes that it was a professional educational conference—not a 
motivational event—and notes that participants were required to complete testing and 
certification requirements. 
 
The mayor also references a previous email from Council Member Tim Burress stating that 
the city council serves as the legislative branch while the mayor is responsible for day-to-
day administration and employee supervision. She agrees with that interpretation, arguing 



that while the council sets policy and appropriates funds, the mayor has the authority to 
approve employee training within existing policies and budgets. She adds that if the council 
wishes to change training policies, it can do so legislatively, but administrative decisions 
made under current policies should be respected. 
 
Finally, the mayor notes that this level of scrutiny has not been applied to other 
departments' training requests and argues that any new standards should apply 
consistently across all departments rather than targeting a single employee or conference. 
She reiterates that the conference was approved through the Arkansas Municipal League, 
shares that she personally received a recommendation for the program from the president 
of the organization during one of her own conferences, thanks Council Member Burress for 
his email, and concludes the meeting by wishing everyone a good evening. 
 

15) Comments from City Attorney 
 
Mr. Farrar thanks the mayor and city council and apologizes for attending the meeting 
remotely via Zoom. He explains that he is spending time with his young nieces during one 
of the few weeks each year he gets to see them and appreciates the council's patience with 
his remote participation. He adds that this should be the last time he attends remotely this 
year and wishes everyone a good evening. 
 

16) Adjournment- All in Favor 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this ___ day of ______ 2025. 
 
APPROVED:  __________________________ 
                                 Angela Russell, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
            Rhonda Ardemagni, City Clerk-Treasurer 
            (SEAL) 
 
 
Sponsor (Initiated By): _______________________________    
     
Motion to Introduce Made By: ________________________ 
 
Seconded By: ______________________________ 
 
Adopted / Passed: __________________________ 
 
Vote:   Ayes ______   Nays ______   Abstain ______ Absent ______  

 




























	07-21-2026 CC AGENDA
	Letter of Intent Application for Interim Ward 1City Council
	Eco-Vista Landfill Leachate Pretreatment and Proposed
	written public comment submitted

