RESOLUTION No. 2026-7-|315R

CITY OF TONTITOWN, WASHINGTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE OPPOSITION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TONTITOWN, ARKANSAS, TO THE INCLUSION OF A PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE
TUNNEL IN THE HIGHWAY 412 AND BARRINGTON ROAD INTERSECTION PROJECT;
REQUESTING THE REMOVAL OF SAID TUNNEL FROM PROJECT PLANS; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT), in coordination with the City of
Tontitown and regional planning partners, is planning and designing safety and capacity improvements at
the intersection of U.S. Highway 412 and Barrington Road (the "Project"); and

WHEREAS, current design concepts or regional planning proposals for the Project have contemplated
the inclusion of an underground pedestrian/bicycle tunnel to cross Highway 412; and

WHEREAS, the Tontitown City Council has reviewed the proposed pedestrian/bicycle tunnel and has
determined that, as a matter of public policy, the anticipated structural, financial, safety, and maintenance
burdens associated with an underground crossing at this location outweigh its projected utility; and

WHEREAS, the Tontitown City Council believes that public funds and municipal resources would be
more effectively and safely directed toward alternative, surface-level pedestrian infrastructure or other
priority transportation needs within the City; and

WHEREAS, the Tontitown City Council recognizes that the Highway 412 improvements remain an
important transportation project and wishes to express its support for the Project while opposing only the
inclusion of the proposed underground pedestrian/bicycle tunnel; and

WHEREAS, an official expression of the Tontitown City Council’s position is necessary to formally
request that ARDOT and the Northwest Arkansas Regional Planning Commission (NWARPC) modify
the Project scope to officially remove the tunnel element from all current and future design phases.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TONTITOWN, ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Legislative Purpose and Findings

The City Council of the City of Tontitown hereby formally opposes the inclusion of an underground
pedestrian/bicycle tunnel as part of the Highway 412 and Barrington Road intersection project.

SECTION 2. Declaration of Opposition ST

0

The City Council hereby requests that the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT), the o - -

Northwest Arkansas Regional Planning Commission NWARPC), and any associated engineering or ~ "~~~ S: -
planning firms immediately remove the proposed tunnel from the Project’s design, plans, and fandisig 3
allocations AN



SECTION 3. Request for Modification of Project Scope

The Mayor, City Clerk-Treasurer, or their designated representatives are authorized and directed to
transmit a certified copy of this Resolution to the Director of ARDOT, the Executive Director of the
NWARPC, and any other relevant project stakeholders to ensure the City's formal position is
communicated to all appropriate governmental agencies and project stakeholders. .

PASSED AND APPROVED on this @ / day of July 2026.

Angela Russell, Mayor
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Rhonda Ardemagni, City Clerk-Trea\u{er
(SEAL)

ATTEST
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Adopted / Pa

Vote: Ayes / p Nays Abstain Absent

This requirement is in addition to, and does not supersede, any authentication,
attestations, or signature requirements imposed by state law or other provisions of the
Tontitown Municipal Code.



