
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-____ 

CITY OF TONTITOWN, WASHINGTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ENGAGEMENT OF PROFESSIONAL 
PLANNING CONSULTATION SERVICES FOR THE TONTITOWN PLANNING 
COMMISSION AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH JEFF HAWKINS; 
REAFFIRMING THAT LEGAL SERVICES SHALL CONTINUE TO BE PROVIDED BY THE 
CITY ATTORNEY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Tontitown continues to experience substantial residential, commercial, 
and infrastructure growth requiring experienced planning guidance and technical development 
support; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Tontitown Planning Commission and Planning Department regularly consider 
matters involving zoning, subdivision regulations, land use compatibility, transportation 
coordination, infrastructure planning, and long-range municipal development; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the utilization of specialized planning expertise and 
technical consultation services will provide practical and operational value to the Planning 
Commission, Planning Department staff, elected officials, developers, and the citizens of 
Tontitown; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Jeff Hawkins, retired Executive Director of the Northwest Arkansas Regional 
Planning Commission, possesses substantial experience in municipal planning, regional planning 
coordination, land use administration, transportation planning, and development review matters 
throughout the State of Arkansas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that planning consultation services focused specifically on 
planning and development matters may provide greater operational benefit to the Planning 
Commission than the City’s existing monthly outside legal attendance arrangement for routine 
Planning Commission meetings; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that legal representation and legal advice to the City, 
Planning Commission, and Planning Department shall continue to remain under the authority of 
the duly appointed City Attorney and/or other authorized legal counsel as necessary; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council previously adopted the 2026 municipal budget by Resolution No. 
2025-12-1237R, including appropriated Community Development Department funds within 
Account No. 5380 identified as “Legal Fees,” in the amount of Fifteen Thousand Dollars 
($15,000.00), thereby allowing the services authorized herein to be implemented in a 



substantially budget-neutral manner without increasing the overall departmental appropriation.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TONTITOWN, ARKANSAS: 
 
Section 1.The City Council hereby authorizes the engagement of Mr. Jeff Hawkins to provide 
professional planning consultation services to the City of Tontitown, the Planning Commission, 
and the Planning Department. 
 
Section 2.The scope of services to be provided by Mr. Hawkins shall generally include: 
 
1. Attendance at one regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting per month, either in 
person or remotely by Zoom or similar electronic platform; 
 
2. Consultation and advisory services to Planning Commission members during meetings 
regarding planning principles, subdivision review, zoning matters, regional coordination, 
infrastructure planning, and land use considerations; 
 
3. Up to eight (8) hours per month of consultation services to the Planning Department and City 
officials regarding planning-related matters, development review assistance, ordinance 
interpretation support, procedural recommendations, and planning policy guidance; 
 
4. Additional consultation services as may be requested by the City beyond the included monthly 
consultation hours. 
 
Section 3.Compensation for services shall be structured as follows: 
 
(a) A monthly professional services fee of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per month; 
 
(b) Said monthly fee shall include: 
• attendance at one regular Planning Commission meeting per month; and 
• up to eight (8) hours of monthly consultation services; 
 
(c) Additional consultation services exceeding the included monthly hours shall be billed at the 
rate of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per hour; 
 
(d) Funding for these services shall be paid from existing appropriated Community Development 
Department funds, including Account No. 5380 or other lawful professional services 
appropriations as determined by the City Council and Clerk-Treasurer. 
 
Section 4.The Mayor is hereby authorized to negotiate and execute a Professional Services 
Agreement substantially consistent with the terms outlined herein, subject to review as to form 
by the City Attorney. 



 
Section 5.The City Council hereby expresses its intent that the current outside legal attendance 
retainer arrangement associated with routine Planning Commission meetings be discontinued, 
reduced, or restructured to the extent permitted under any existing contractual obligations, and 
that the appropriated funds previously utilized for such routine attendance be redirected toward 
professional planning consultation services authorized herein. 
 
Section 6.Nothing herein shall prohibit the City Attorney from attending Planning Commission 
meetings, providing legal opinions, drafting ordinances, reviewing development agreements, 
advising on litigation matters, or otherwise providing legal services to the City as necessary and 
appropriate. 
 
Section 7.If any portion of this Resolution is determined invalid, such determination shall not 
affect the remaining portions herein. 
 
Section 8.This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage and approval. 

              

 PASSED AND APPROVED on this ______ day of June 2026. 

       

APPROVED: 

 ________________________ 
 Angela Russell, Mayor  

 ATTEST: 

 _____________________________ 
 Rhonda Ardemagni, City Clerk-Treasurer 
 (SEAL) 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP AND LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
Sponsor (Initiated By): ______________________________ 

Motion to Introduce Made By: _________________________ 

Seconded By: ________________________________________ 

Adopted / Passed: ____________________________________ 

Vote: Ayes ____ Nays ____ Abstain ____ Absent ____ 



This requirement is in addition to, and does not supersede, any authentication, 
attestations, or signature requirements imposed by state law or other provisions of the 
Tontitown Municipal Code. 

 


