
 Mayor – Angela Russell  
Recorder – Rhonda Ardemagni 
City Attorney – Tyler R Farrar 
Law Firm— Tyler R Farrar Law 
City Engineer–CK Civil 
Engineering  

Ward 1 Position 1 – Misty Piazza 
Ward 1 Position 2– Amber Ibarra 

Ward 2 Position 1—Daniel Montez 
Ward 2 Position 2—Larry Ardemagni 
Ward 3 Position 1- Mike Washkowiak 

Ward 3 Position 2— Tim Burress 

City Council 
March 17th, 2026 

Minutes 

The Tontitown City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 16th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at 
Tontitown City Hall. 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 
Click here to join the meeting 

Meeting ID: 220 667 057 989  Passcode: Aepw56 
Download Teams | Join on the web 

Learn More | Meeting options 
City Council 
1) Prayer- Pastor Schmidt from the Heartland Church
2) Meeting Call to Order
3) Roll Call

All in attendance 
4) Pledge of Allegiance
5) Approval of Agenda

Items from March 5, 2026, Special Meeting, Did Not Pass—Re‑Vote Required

A city council of six members must have at least four present to conduct business.
However, Arkansas Code §14‑55‑203 states that to pass any law, ordinance, resolution,
or order, a concurrence of a majority of the whole number of members elected to the
council is required. Because the council has six elected members, passage of any such
item requires four affirmative votes, regardless of how many members are present.

At the March 5, 2026, Special Meeting, both items received votes of 3–2. Because neither
item received the required four affirmative votes, neither item passed. These matters will
need to be placed on a future agenda and voted on again.

Mayor Russell requested to add under New Business Item M- An approval of accepting the
low bid for roofing 13 city buildings.

Add to the next Committee of the Whole Meeting-

An approval of an ordinance to expand the Tontitown Planning Commission to 7 members.
Supported by: Mike Washkowiak

Larry Ardemagni motioned to approve the agenda with changes.
Second by Amber Ibarra



Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

6) Approval of February 17th, 2026, City Council Minutes and March 5th, 2026, Special City 
Council Minutes 
 
Tim Burress motioned to approve the February 17th, 2026, City Council Minutes and March 
5th, 2026, Special City Council Minutes. 
Second by Daniel Montez 
 
Tim Burress Voted- YES 
Amber Ibarra Voted- ABSTAIN 
Mike Washkowiak Voted- YES 
Misty Piazza Voted- YES 
Daniel Montez Voted- YES 
Larry Ardemagni Voted- YES 
 
5 Votes- YES    to   1 Vote- ABSTAIN 
 
Motion Passes 
 

7) Financial Report 
 

Reference the city website for detailed report. 
 

8) Department Reports 
  
A. Museum  

 
Tontitown Historical Museum (THM) Report for the COW Meeting Tuesday, March 17, 
2026. 
The THM Board of Directors met March 2, 2026, at City Hall at 6p.m.  
 
1. Summer Camp: We are happy to announce we will be hosting a 3-day summer camp 
this June, from the 8th-10th. Students will get a chance to learn about Tontitown 
history through crafts, games, food and get a chance to explore their own history 
through a guided ancestry activity. Please see our social media or email 
museum@tontitownar.gov for more details. 
2. Digitization Project: Staff are working on textile photographing, this includes wedding 
dresses, Queen Concordia dresses, vestments, early settler clothing, blankets, flags and 
banners. 
3. Visitors: 131 (including 97 from the Rollins 3rd Grade field trip), 2025: 18  
4. New Exhibits 2026: The America250 display is open, this display covers the early 
years of Tontitown history to Incorporation and our first election in 1910. There are 
highlights on our first business, the families that were not Italian that settled here in 



those early years like the Bash, Haney and Strabbala families; and some reproductions 
that guests can handle.  
5. Translations: Staff are working on translating an Italian cookbook that was written by 
Rosa Martinelli Bersi, this will be a long project as we decipher the writing and the 
language, we will be working with AI and the an Italian language expert to show 
students how translating works from AI, using online translators, and then with a native 
speaker/reader.  
6. Heritage Day: Save the date for Tontitown Heritage Day, May 31st. This will be a great 
opportunity to enjoy an afternoon in the park and explore the museum and all the new 
exhibits. More details to come next month on food and activities! 
 
THM Board will meet on April 6th, Chambers at City Hall at 6p.m. 
 

B. Police 
 
Tontitown Police Monthly Report Month: February 2026  
Calls for Service – 1006  
Accident Reports – 19  
Warrants Served – 96  
Warrants Outstanding - 1394  
Warrants Amount - $ 1,726,534.91  
Training Hours (YTD) – 738  
Citation Total - 185  
Speeding Citations -16  
(Other) Traffic Citations - 133  
Criminal Citations – 18  
Improper Driving (City Ordinance) - 18  
Warning Total – 621 
Speeding Warnings – 162  
(Other) Traffic Warnings – 459 
 

C. Fire 
 
Fire Department Report FEBRUARY 2026 
Total Calls: 39  
EMS 15 
FIRE 8  
MVA 9  
FIRE ALARM 4  
SERVICE CALL 3  
CANCELED IN ROUTE 0 
                                               Calls within city limits of Tontitown  
February 2026: 93 calls for service                               February 2025: 98 calls for service 
Decrease of 5 calls to date over 2025  
Average response time (Alarm to en route) listed at: 1 minute 10 seconds.  



Average on scene/arrival time (Alarm to on scene): 4 minutes 08 seconds. 
 

D. Public Works/Engineering- Reference the city website for detailed report. 
 

E. Building Report- Reference the city website for detailed report. 
 

F. Community Development 
 
March Report: 
Building Report  
 
Community Development Department  
 
• Planning 1. Variance Request – Applicant is requesting a variance on fence 
requirements for the front yard. Property is located at 319 & 351 W Baker Ave. Parcel 
#: 830-38063-000 & 38062-000.  
2. Review Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU’s) code changes to adopt per state enacted 
law.  
3. Discussion on Community Building Façade Material  
 
• Street and Stormwater  
412/Barrington  
2nd phase of Fletcher 
Mantegani  
South Pianalto Drainage  
2025 Street Improvements  
412 Limited Access Study  
 
• Grants  
Corridor Study  
 
• Other Projects 
CPA  
HR Consultants  
Park Event and Recreation Coordinator position 
Employee Handbook Update 
412 Limited Access Study 
Community Building  
Park Board 
 
 

9) Approval by City Council Members to Waive the 3 Reading Rule for All Ordinances on 
Agenda 
 
Mike Waskowiak motioned to Waive the 3 Reading Rule for All Ordinances on Agenda. 



Second by Misty Piazza 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

10) Old Business:  
 

 
11) New Business:  

A. A discussion on a report from Evey Weisblat. Presented by: Mayor 
 
Evey Weisblat, a freelance reporter who has conducted investigations into public 
health concerns related to Waste Management, attended the meeting and 
presented her findings to the council. Her report was extensive; a full recording is 
available on YouTube for those who wish to review the details. In addition, her 
complete written report is included in these minutes. 
 

B. An approval of an ordinance to rezone 2.89 acres from A (Agriculture) to R-1 
(Single Family Residential) located at 2150 S Barrington Rd. Parcel #: 830-39924-
000 Sponsored by: Misty/Brad 
 
Mike Washkowiak motioned to approve the ordinance to rezone 2.89 acres from A 
(Agriculture) to R-1 (Single Family Residential) located at 2150 S Barrington Rd. 
Second by Larry Ardemagni 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

C. An approval of a resolution for STP funding. Presented by: Mayor/Mark 
 
Larry Ardemagni motioned to approve the resolution for STP funding. 
Second by Amber Ibarra 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

D. An approval of a resolution authorizing the City to enter with Schulte Supply for 
Cellular Meter Equipment. Presented by: Mayor/Mark 
 
This is to lock in the price and for Option B. 
 
Misty Piazza motioned to approve the resolution authorizing the city to enter with 
Schulte Supply for Cellular Meter Equipment. 
Second by Larry Ardemagni 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 



E. An approval of a resolution for the Water Department to purchase a truck. 
Mayor/James 
 
Mike Washkowiak motioned to approve the resolution for the Water Department 
to purchase a truck. 
Second by Misty Piazza 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

F. An approval of a resolution authorizing the solicitation of statements of 
qualifications for professional engineering services. Presented by: Mayor/James 
 
The RFQ bid date has been changed to April 30, 2026. 
 
Misty Piazza motion to approve the resolution authorizing the solicitation of 
statements of qualifications for professional engineering services with changes. 

        Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
       Motion Passes Unanimously 

 
G. Approval of a resolution authorizing the use of Water/Sewer Department Reserve 

Funds for completion of the water tank project. Presented by: Mayor/James 
 
Tim Buress motioned to approve the resolution authorizing the use of Water/Sewer 
Department Reserve Funds for completion of the water tank project and to not 
exceed $850,000.00. 
Second by Misty Piazza 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

H. An approval of a resolution for a change order for Mantegani Road. Present by: 
Mayor/Mark 

 
Tim Burress motioned to approve the resolution for a change order for Mantegani 
Road. 
Second by Larry Ardemagni 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

I. An approval of an ordinance to update and amend Ordinance 2017-05-633 
regarding Ordinance and Resolution Books. Sponsored by: Danny 
 
Tim Burress motioned to approve the ordinance to update and amend Ordinance 
2017-05-633 regarding Ordinance and Resolution Books. 
Second by Misty Piazza  



 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 
Larry Ardemagni motioned to approve the Emergency Clause. 
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

J. An approval of a resolution to amend the budget regarding fire radios purchased 
in 2025. Presented by: Mayor/Ryan 
 
Mike Wahkowaik motioned to approve the resolution to amend the budget 
regarding fire radios purchased in 2025. 
Second by Tim Burress 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

K. An approval of a resolution for the tuition to send five (5) individuals to 
Paramedic School. Presented by: Mayor/Ryan 
 
Tim Burress motioned to approve the resolution for the tuition to send five (5) 
individuals to Paramedic School. 
Second by Amber Ibarra 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

L. An approval of a resolution allowing the Fire Department to hire an EMS Captain. 
Presented by: Mayor/Ryan 
 
Tim Burress motioned to approve the resolution allowing the Fire Department to 
hire an EMS Captain. 
Second by Mike Washkowiak 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

M. An approval of accepting the low bid for roofing 13 city buildings. 
 
Larry Ardemagni motioned to approve accepting the low bid for roofing 13 city 
buildings. 
Second by Daniel Montez 
 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
 

12) Public Comments 
 



Kenneth Lovett- Fayetteville 
 
• There is a class action lawsuit against Eco Vista and it's open to anyone within three 

miles of the working face. If you want to be part of this case, please reach out to the 
lawyers. Information is posted online by City of Tontitown and the Community of 
Tontitown and me and Facebook pages and several news sites. 

• In my opinion, with the good old boy club bulling their way into city business in the cow, 
two aldermen worked together to attempt to control specific vehicle purchase for the 
Water Department. In the end, I believe Danny was approved to be consulted before the 
purchase of the truck, Tontitown pays James Clark to lead the department. If you do not 
trust him to do his job, you need to replace him. 

• I don't understand the process of trying to pick people to do somebody else's job. The 
City Council approved responsibilities to two employees to assist the Treasurer/City 
Clerk in her responsibilities. Today, I sent a FOIA concerning the ISO rating of the 
Tontitown City Fire Department. No one responded until 3 p.m. And then the employee 
that was responding was not at work and responded on her day off. The help was 
created to assist Rhonda's to do her job, not be assigned to do her job, even on her days 
off. The ISO rating of the Fire Department cost citizens more for their homeowner’s 
insurance. Tontitown had a better rating when Mark Ramsay was chief and in the metal 
shed over here. Now we got a state-of-the-art firehouse and the chief either cannot or 
will not get it inspected for a better ISO class for the department. I don't understand 
why these people can't do their job properly and why somebody don't push them to do 
their job properly. They are public servants and I expect them to do the public service. 
Thank you. 

    
Tim Schmidt 873 Javello Rd., Tontitown, Ar 
 

• I'm originally from the St. Louis area. So, the Bridgton dump that she is talking about, 
I'm very familiar with that. There's actually an underground fire currently and their 
problem is they have radioactive material other part of their waste. So, if that fire 
reaches the radioactive area, it could make part of St. Louis uninhabitable. I don't 
think we have radioactive material here. So that's good. But there's an actually a 
documentary about that situation called Atomic Homefront. The people there in 
Bridgton have fought all the way up to the federal level. I mean it's been going on for 
years. So, I don't know the woman that's kind of spearheaded that, but someone 
asked about what are our next steps. It might be something worth checking into that 
and seeing who those people are and what they've gone through and what they've 
done. But there's all sorts of very strange cancers all around this landfill and all the 
neighborhoods and everything around there. So, I mean, very strange cancers that 
just don't really occur and then finally, I'm not saying this is attributed to that. We 
moved here 12 years ago, my mother-in-law is currently dying stage four cancer It's 
all through her body, she's in hospice right now in our home. And my daughter, who 
is 19, has had chronic health issues that developed about six or seven years ago. 
Again, I'm not saying, I can't prove this is the landfill. But I would just encourage all 
of you as our councilman, mayor, whatever we can do, keep fighting this because if 



10 years down the road we have all these strange cancers in Tontitown, you'll be 
able to say we did everything we could do to fight this. We may not be able to stop 
them, but we can say we fought it all the way through versus doing nothing and 10 
years down the road, God forbid there's all kinds of strange cancers in our area, we 
sat on our hands. So, thank you very much. Appreciate all that you guys do. 

 
13) Comments from Alderman 

 
Tim Burress 
 

• I want to especially thank Evey for speaking this evening and one of my children had 
the opportunity to go to the governor's mansion last week and he directly asked the 
governor for help. So, I know that the governor is aware of what's happening here. 
It's clear based on the brief conversation they had. We had State Representatives 
here tonight; Mr. Unger and Mrs. Lundstrum were both here. Thankful they were 
here and I know that they're doing the best that they can to try to get the word to 
the governor But I want to appeal, I know she's probably not watching, but if 
anybody out there knows the governor or has the governor's ear, this is really 
serious and she may not think that it is and she may believe ADEQ at this particular 
point in time, but this is something that is harming people and is very likely to hurt 
the state on a wider level. So please take this very seriously. Thank you. 
 

Larry Ardemagni 
 
• I would reiterate that I appreciate her doing that study and presenting it to us and 

again, as in every meeting, I just want to express the fact that I appreciate our staff 
citywide do an excellent job. Appreciate you guys and girls, women, whatever the 
case may be, ladies. Thank you 
 

 Amber Ibarr 
 
• Just want to thank everyone for coming out for Evey, Mr. Lovett, Pastor Smith. just 

for your comments. 
 

 Misty Piazza 
 
• Thank you everyone for coming out. Please save the date for May 31st for the 

Heritage Days. It's always a great time and it's a great way to learn about your 
heritage. The new exhibits in the museum are really outstanding if you have a 
veteran in your family. The ladies just do a fabulous job of bringing history well as if 
you notice we got our new sign and thank you to all of our donors that have made 
the sign happen and our roof and new sighting and it just looks really nice. So 
excited to see all of that. Thank you again for everyone coming out. 
 

Daniel Montez 



 
• I want to thank everybody for coming out tonight and speaking. Sorry about the 

microphone issue hopefully we get that resolved so that I don't have to just stare 
right here into my monitor and talk into the microphone. I want to thank Mr. Latham 
for the Parks Board. I went to that meeting last Friday and kind of observed you 
know what goes on in that meeting and who's all a part of it and what makes that 
board up because I was unaware of what all goes in there. So, it was great to be 
there and observe that that board in action so thank you for heading that. I'm really 
excited about the community building that we're going to be transforming the old 
fire station into and what that's going to look like. So, if you get a chance to talk to 
Mark or Zac, they'll enlighten you of what's coming and how that's coming forward 
and the great success that we're having with that progress. Also, you know, we had a 
comment tonight about our Public Works Director and I don't think if you watched 
that meeting, I had any lack of faith in his judgment of picking out a pickup truck. But 
it was brought up that I have a vast knowledge in purchasing pickup trucks and stuff. 
I have no question in my mind that Mr. Clark knows what he's doing. I have full 
confidence in what he does, but I am here to assist the city and any duties that they 
have, if any citizen has any problems or concerns with how I conduct business, I 
welcome them to speak to me directly and see if we can't come to an agreement on 
procedure. Everybody have a good night. 
 

14) Comments from Mayor 
 
I think everything that Evey talked about tonight really hits home with some of us, I 
appreciate all the work that she's done and I know that she has gotten a lot of her 
information from court cases and she's also contacted different scientists and gotten more 
knowledge to make sure that everything that she has said is correct. I appreciate her for 
driving as long as she had to get here tonight. So, we all have homework. I would suggest 
that everybody goes home and watch the movie Dark Waters, Atomic Homefront, and 
Aaron Brochovich, which I watched last night. So, I appreciate you all. I really want what is 
best for the city of Tontitown, and I do hope that we can get something about this because 
it is affecting our city, it's affecting our citizens and we really need help from the state. 

 
15) Comments from City Attorney 

 
• I just appreciate the hard work of everybody up here and the hard work of all the 

staff of the city and everybody have a good night. Thank you. 
 

16) Adjournment- All in Favor 
 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this ___ day of ______ 2026. 
 
 



APPROVED:  __________________________ 
                                 Angela Russell, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
            Rhonda Ardemagni, City Clerk-Treasurer 
            (SEAL) 
 
 
Sponsor (Initiated By): _______________________________    
     
Motion to Introduce Made By: ________________________ 
 
Seconded By: ______________________________ 
 
Adopted / Passed: __________________________ 
 
Vote:   Ayes ______   Nays ______   Abstain ______ Absent ______ 
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