Rebuttal to Anti Prayer in Public Meetings

3/8/2025
City Of Tontitown City Council:

After reading the email below, it appears the writer insinuates that should the council

include an invocation prior to city council meetings there will be efforts to make people feel
crazy and uncomfortable?

| am a Christian although | could be better one; and | don’t push religion on anyone ; | figure
that’s between you and the man above.




Rebuttal to Anti Prayer in Public Meetings

I don’t know what a “Shiney Happy Fake Christian “is or where their church is located,
maybe the reference was meant for one of you folks?

The US constitution is clear that government and religion shall be separate in nature;
however, | would like to provide some supplementary info on this matter for your review.

It is fact that Judeo-Christian principles influenced the founding fathers of our great nation.
A good article which explains this is found at https://brainly.com/question/35074321

As Mr. Burress referenced in his 3/4/2025 presentation, both the US congress as well as
Arkansas Legislation sessions open each session with an invocation. As an aside,
Springdale city council opens their meetings with an invocation.

Some, as the writer of the email referenced above, feel that opening a public meeting with a
prayer conflict with the separation of government and religion.

| notice the city attorney was not copied on the 3/5/2025 email however, | do in this writing
out of courtesy and seeking his guidance.

| don’t have a legal degree, but | can read and understand case law.

| provide below some excerpts gleaned from the internet for you folk’s review.
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Critical to these cases is that there is no “captive audience” whose presence is compelled by
compulsory aftendance laws, unlike in the school prayer decisions. Equally important, the
audience is composed of adults as opposed to impressionable school children. The closer
cases are to the school setting, the more likely it is that couris will interpret the establishment
clause more sirictly and disallow the refigious practice. In this photo, Chief Alfred Red Cloud of
Pine Ridge, a fifth generation descendant of Chief Red Cloud, delivers the opening prayer io
the House of Representatives Friday, Feb. 8, 2003, at the State Capitol in Pierre, S.D. (AP
Photo/Doug Dreyer, used with permission from the Associated Press)

Gallowav case caused
division in the
Supreme Court

The Supreme Court returned to
the issue of prayer at public
events in Jown of Greece v.
Galloway [2014). The Court ruled
5-4 that a a New York town'’s
practice of having prayer before
town meetings did not violate
the establishment clause. The
majority reasoned that the town’s
practice was consistent with the
legislative prayer upheld by the
Court in Marsh v.

Chambers (1983). Justice
Anthony Kennedy rejected the

idea that the prayers before the
town meetings needed to be

neutral in content or

nonsectarian. "Once it invites prayer into the public sphere, government must permit a prayer giver to

address his or her own God or gods as conscience dictates, unfettered by what an administrator or

judge considers to be nonsectarian.”

Justice Elena Kagan authored a poignant dissent, reasoning that the town had violated “the norm of

religious equality” by consistently favoring Christianity over other religions.

The Court’s deep division in Town of Greece v. Galloway ensures that there will continue to be much

controversy and litigation over prayer at public events.

This article first published in 2008 and has been updated. The primary contributor was Oliver Thomas,

a Baptist minister, author, educator, and attorney. It has been updated by the First Amendment
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Clearly the Supreme Court has upheld that prayer in public meetings is legal, however the
court also ruled that prayer in public setting must be respectful of all religions.

I am unsure or interested in any of you six councils’ personal choice of faith or lack of
same. | however, pray that you each have the moral convictions to follow the footsteps of
our founding fathers, US and state legislators and vote to affirm the city meetings begin
with an invocation.

Respectfully.

Mick Wagner






