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City Council  

December 1st, 2020 

        Minutes 

 

The Tontitown City Council is scheduled for Tuesday December 1st, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at 

Tontitown City Hall and via Zoom and YouTube visit https://zoom.us/j/92076441456 

Meeting ID: 920 7644 1456# or join by phone at +1 (312) 626-6799   

When prompted for Meeting ID: 920 7644 1456# 

If you do not have a Participant Number: press # 

 

1. Meeting Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

All in attendance 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Approval of Agenda 

Add 9G) City signs  

Add 9H) Discuss Law suite 

Arthur Penzo motioned to approve the agenda     Second by Larry Ardemagni    Motion Passes 

5. Approval of City Council Minutes from November 3rd, 2020. 

Amber Ibarra motioned to approve      Second by Arthur Penzo         Motion Passes 

6. Comments from Citizens- 

Nicole Burress a registered nurse highlighted on what hospitals do to protect their staff and 

patients while working in this environment and when dealing with diseases, from masks, 

gloves, face shields, full body suites, how often they have to change and dispose of these items. 

Mrs. Burress said if someone feels safer wearing a mask than do so but she does not feel that it 

should be mandated. 

 

Zita Greenlee hopes the city approves the rezoning since it is compatible with the Future Land 

Use Map and it was unanimously approved by the City Planning Board. Neighbors, who are 

concerned about the traffic, traffic light, road repairs etc., do realize that population generates 

revenue for the city which goes towards those issues but, they believe there are enough 

apartments in Tontitown. Mrs. Greenlee said the unfinished apartments in question is the only 

one on highway 412, the others are on highway 112. And those interested in purchasing the 

property will still have to come before the city to get approval before building anything.  

https://zoom.us/j/92076441456


 

 

Gille Greenlee said everyone has a right to live here and doesn’t believe another apartment 

complex is going to make a difference it will also bring tax dollars to the city. Mr. Greenlee said 

selling of this property will help him and his siblings financially for the future, like medical bills. 

Mr. Greenlee hopes the council will approve the rezoning. 

 

7. Approval by City Council Members to Waive the 3 Reading Rule for All Ordinances on Agenda 

Gene McCartney motioned to approve           Second by Arthur Penzo    Motion Passes 

8. Old Business: 

a) None 

9.     New Business: 

a) Discussion from our City Attorney- Justin Eichmann 

Justin Eichmann the city attorney highlighted the requirements of the Planning Board this 

included zoning, rezoning and the Future Land Use Map that the city uses as a guide when 

making decisions. 

This was a lengthy discussion please reference YouTube for full discussion.  

b) Discussion of Comprehensive Zoning –Colvin 

This was discussed in Item 9a. 

c) Approval of an Ordinance rezoning property located at 380 S. Klenc Road containing 

approximately 15.0 acres. Request to Rezone from R-3, Residential 3 units/acre, to C-2, 

General Commercial. 

Tim Burress motioned to table and discuss at the next Committee of the Whole meeting  

and vote on at the January 2021 City Council meeting 

Second by Arthur Penzo                                                          Motion Passes 

Larry Ardemagni and Amber Ibarra voted- NO 

d) Approval of a Resolution requiring masks pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order.   

This mask requirement resolution is for city hall only 

Don Doudna motioned to approve    Second by Larry Ardemagni   Motion Passes 

Tim Burress voted- NO 

Tim Burress said he looks at the science about wearing masks and he doesn’t feel 

comfortable waring one knowing the science.  

Amber Ibarra- ABSTAINED 

e) Approval to enter into a contract with WatchGuard, authorizing the city to utilize its 

purchasing membership with Sourcewell, in lieu of independent procurement pursuant to 

ACA §19-11-249. 

The council would like more comparison quotes from other companies and the mayor is 

still looking into other means of funding while utilizing our 988 fund account which can only 

be used for vehicles and equipment. 

Tim Burress motioned to table and move to the next City Council Meeting  

Second by Gene McCartney        Motion Passes 

f) Approval of a Resolution adopting the 2021 Budget. 

Tim Burress motioned to approve      Second by Larry Ardemagni     Motion Passes 

g) City Signage- The winner with 684 votes is sign #2 the same as the one in the park 



 

Sign #1 had 142 votes  

   Sign #3 had 119 votes 

      h) Discuss Law Suite  

  Tontitown lost the appeal in the law suit with the City of Springdale and now the council is 

to review and decide on what to do moving forward. There will be a special meeting on 

December 15 th   before the regular Committee of the Whole Meeting. 

Contact the mayor or the city attorney if you have any questions. 

9. Comments from Aldermen 

• Tim Burress said it was a great idea to get the citizens input on the signage and having 

them vote on the city website, and also for putting up with the new kid. 

• Larry Ardemagni agreed with Tim’s comment and JOKINGLY said “Tim you may not be 

here long if you keep it up”. 

• Gene McCartney said the Street Committee is having a meeting on December 8, 2020 

at 6:00 PM and would like the citizens input so, get in touch with Tim Burress, Larry 

Ardemagni or Gene McCartney.  

• Amber Ibarra said the Park Committee members met along with Mrs. Penzo and 

discussed ideas about some décor around the gazebo, landscaping, lighting etc. also, 

we are working on getting quotes. 

10. Comments from Mayor 

• Merry Christmas to all 

• The city has cancelled this year’s Christmas Luncheon due to COVID. 

• The mayor followed up on a question Tim Burress had at the last Committee of the 

Whole in regards to the overage and is was $50,000.00 in repairs and the purchase of 

Piazza Property was approximately $130,000.00. 

• The city received tax for state and was down 5% the first time this year due to COVID, 

hopefully this will not continue. 

• It saddens the mayor greatly to have to report that Dr. Darrell Watts has decided to 

step down as Chair from the Planning Board, and in the mayor’s opinion we will not find 

a finer individual and he will be greatly missed. The council is to obligate to appoint 

someone to fill his position. 

• The mayor received an email from Kyle Weaver with Congressman Womack’s office 

regarding the USPS zip code change, and proud to say that Tontitown and Elm Springs 

got the last line name change and we are officially Tontitown, Ar.72762. The mayor 

wants to thanks Brett Freeland, Steve Womack, Tom Cotton, Robin Lunstrum, Rena 

Biby and Meagan Thomas for all their hard work. Robin Lunstrum still wants Tontitown 

and Elm Springs to have their own zip code. 

12.    Comments from City Attorney- None   

13.    Adjournment- Larry Ardemagni motioned to adjourn     Second by Arthur Penzo   All in Favor 


