
Mayor – Paul Colvin Jr. 
Recorder – Rhonda Ardemagni 
City Attorney –Justin Eichmann 
Law Firm--Harrington-Miller 
City Engineer – Garver Engineers  
 

Ward 1 Position 1-Gene McCartney 
Ward 1 Position 2– Amber Ibarra 
Ward 2 Position 1—Arthur Penzo 
Ward 2 Position 2—Larry Ardemagni 
Ward 3 Position 1—Don Doudna 

       Ward 3 Position 2—Tommy Granata 
 

Committee of The Whole 
January 21, 2020 

Minutes 
 

The Tontitown City Council Committee of the Whole meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 21, 2020 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Tontitown City Hall located at 235 E. Henri de Tonti Blvd, Tontitown, Arkansas. 

 

1. Meeting Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 

Don Doudna was absent 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Approval of Agenda 

Add 10g) Discuss Streets- Tommy Granata 
 
Tommy Granata motioned to approve the agenda   Second by Larry Ardemagni     Motion Passes 
 

5. Approval of Previous Month’s Minutes 
Arthur motioned to approve the minutes   Second by Tommy Granata     Motion Passes  

6. Monthly Financials- Reference YouTube or the city website for the detailed report 
7. Comments from Citizens- None 
8. Department Reports 

a) Police Department – Chief Corey Jenison 
Reference YouTube or the city website for the detailed report 
Highway 412 speed limits have been reduced by 5 mph by the state of Arkansas along with rumble 
strips. 
The mayor praised the Police Department for their services. 

b) Fire Department—Operations Chief Todd Witzigman 
Reference YouTube or the city website for the detailed report 

c) Public Works Department – James Clark  
Reference YouTube or the city website for the detailed report 

d) Planning Department – Dr. Darrell Watts 
Reference YouTube or the city website for the detailed report 

 Kevin Boortz with the planning board gave a brief review of last month’s planning meeting. 
e) Tontitown Museum Board – Beverly Cortiana or Heather Peachee -Ranalli   

Reference YouTube or the city website for the detailed report 
9. Old Business:  

a) None 



10. New Business: 
a) Discussion of the Amended 2019 Budget 

Tommy Granata motion to approve     second by Larry Ardemagni    Motion Passes 
Move to the next city council meeting. 
 

b) Discussion of the sale of a 1990 Pierce Dash fire truck and removal of truck from the City’s Fixed 
Asset List- Colvin 
Tommy Granata motioned to approve the sale    Second by Larry Ardemagni    Motion Passes 
Move to the next city council meeting 
 

c) Discussion of the Piazza property (Fletcher Road Improvements) – Colvin 
Tommy Granata motioned to move forward with condemnation if needed     
Second by Arthur Penzo        Motion Passes 
Move to the next city council meeting. 
 

d) Discussion of an Amendment to Chapter 155 Professional Services Fees- Colvin 
Tommy Granata motioned to approve     Second by Larry Ardemagni   Motion Passes 
Move to the next city council meeting. 
 

e) Discussion of an Ordinance acknowledging the Change in the Municipal Classification to  
City of the First Class- Colvin 
Tommy Granata motioned to move to the next city council for approval     Second by Arthur Penzo         
Motion Passes  
Move to the next city council meeting. 

f) Reminder Statement of Financial Interest must be returned to City Hall no later than January 30, 
2020.  

g) Discussion of City Streets- Tommy Granata 
Tommy Granata had 4 items up for discussion: 

1) Allocated street funding. 
2) Replacing more street signs. 
3) Question only about Fletcher road. 
4) Pothole issue. 

Reference YouTube or the city website for lengthy discussion. 
11. Comments from Council Members 

• Arthur Penzo and Gene McCartney would like to see the street signs replaced. 
• Tommy Granata thanked the Police Department for assisting in a call he made. 
• Gene McCartney spoke to the POA president in the West Brook Subdivision about adding more 

speed limit signs. 
Gene has send 3 or 4 emails to the city regarding the location of potholes (as requested by the 
mayor) and the city employees have been taking some time to fill those potholes. The city needs to 
get in contact with the company out of Fort Smith and schedule a time to get the potholes filled.  

 
12. Comments from Mayor 

• The mayor has urged the council to attend the planning meetings and address lot splitting issues. 
The mayor will ask the planning board to look into these issues as well. 

• The mayor spoke with the second in command at Washington County and they have no problem 
charging the city of Tontitown an hourly fee and fuel to grade the 3 or 4 dirt roads that we have, 
just give them a call or they will call us when they are in the area. But if the council feels that we 



need to purchase a road grader and then train someone to operate it then let the mayor know. 
But it seems pretty cheap to the mayor to let Washington County do what they do best and that 
is grading roads. 

• The city will purchase the street signs but the council needs to make a decision and at this time 
there is still no decision made so feel free to let the mayor know. 

•  The mayor has continuously asked the council to hand in a location pothole list (roads names) so 
when we call the company out of Fort Smith fill the potholes they will be mapped out for them.  

• In 2015 this body had a negative (49,000.00) in the general fund. The mayor suggested and it was 
decided by this council to change the tax structure from general fund 20%, water fund 40%, and 
street fund 40%. 
New tax structure- general fund would have 60% and the water would continue to have 40%. The 
reason was that we cannot borrow from the water or street fund but we can take from the 
general fund and put it in the water or street fund. If the council wants to change this back then 
live it up but keep in mind we need money in our accounts to utilize, to do things we have done 
in this city. A lot of people are proud of what we have done and we also put away a million 
dollars this last year that we can utilize. So don’t think we’re not spending money on our streets. 
Fletcher is a 1.2 million project, we have applied every year for tap grants to fix our streets, and 
we also did a 2 mile overlay last year on one of our streets, a year prior to that we did another 2 
mile overlay with grant funding. I can’t find anywhere in past councils were they did 4 miles in 
overlays. We are adding another street to bring in more money by adding more commercial 
businesses. We also want the developers to fix the streets that they’ve damaged, so yes we are 
working on our streets. 
 

13. Comments from Attorney 
14. Adjournment- Tommy Granata motioned to adjourn   Second by Larry Ardemagni   All in Favor 
 
 
APPROVED this ____ day of ______________, 2019. 

 

     APPROVED: 

     __________________________________________ 
     Paul Colvin, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

____________________________________ 
Rhonda Ardemagni, City Recorder-Treasurer 

 


